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The family of William Lyles is grateful to you for all of your thoughts, prayers, comfort, 
encouraging words, cards, �owers or whatever it was you did to help ease the burden. We 
felt certain that we must say thank you in some special way for your presence. “THANK 
YOU!”  We knew that we could depend on you as only dear friends could do
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St. John 11: 25-26
“ I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, Though he were dead, yet

shall he live; And whosoever liveth and Believeth in me, shall not die.”

Until We Meet Again
We think about you always,
We talk about you still.
You have never been 
forgotten,
and you never will.
We hold you close within 
our hearts,
and there you will remain,
To walk and guide us 
through our lives,
until we meet again.

Until we
meet again Order of ServiceOrder of Service



William Lyles was born on February 10, 1926 to Abe Lyles Sr and Allie Davidson Lyles, in West Point, 
Mississippi. To this union eight children were born, of which he leaves behind his beloved brother 
Eazlo Lyles (Mary) to cherish his memory. His siblings, Eva Lee Evans, Rev. Johnnie T. Lyles, Eddie 
James Lyles, Luerina Chandler, L. D Lyles, Abe Lyles Jr, and T. L Lyles welcomes him at the pearly 
gates.
 
As a child, William joined Lower Prairie Creek Missionary Baptist Church with his siblings in 
Mississippi. There, he received Christ as his lord & savior at an early age. Even as a child he loved 
getting dressed for Sunday service. This love for fashion flourished onward throughout his years.  
William met the love of his life Charlia Strong Lyles at the tender age of 13 in West Point, Mississippi. 
In his late teens he enlisted & served in the United States army. After actively serving William was 
honorably discharged and returned back to Mississippi. While there he and  Charlia would go on to 
marry and create a lifelong bond. To this beautifully ordained union, 7 children were born. William’s 
memory will live on through his beautiful children William Lyles Jr, Wilbur Lyles (Suzanna Taylor 
Crawford), Sheryl Lyles, Elegena Lyles, and Karen Hicks (Michael Hicks). He was reunited in death 
with his two beloved daughters Marilyn Lyles and Jerel Dean Johnson.
 
William was a multifaceted free spirit. He loved to have a good time. In his previous years he enjoyed 
driving fine cars, taking road trips to visit family, playing cards, going to casinos, hitting the town, 
playing the harmonica, listening to blues music, and attending church. William was an impeccable 
dresser and the life of the party in his earlier years. Seeing him on the dance floor in his suits was a 
sight to see. In the late 1990s, William and Charlia endured a brief separation, but love and family 
prevailed in the end reuniting the two and allowing William to spend his last years with her and his 
loving children. 
 Their bond kept them inseparable.
 
In William’s later years he was taken care of by his children “Jeri” Jerel Dean, Elgena who he 
affectionately called “Jeannie”, Karen who he affectionately called “Kay Kay”, Wilbur, daughter-in-law 
Suzanna, and granddaughter Marquida who he referred to as his best friend with whom he shared a 
close bond. In the still hours of the night at 11:24pm January 3, 2020, God saw that the road was 
getting rough and William was getting weary.  God gently whispered in his ear, sleep my child job well 
done.
 
He leaves a loving family to cherish his memories including the love of his life Charlia Strong Lyles, 
Wilbur Lyles (Suzanna), Sheryl Ann Lyles, Elgena Lyles, Karen Hicks (Micheal), loving grandchildren 
Carmen Lovett Johnson, Ashante’ Lyles, Marquida Kelley, Marilyn Lyles, Christian Hicks, Megan 
Lyles, great grandchildren Amber Scott, and Cameron Scott. 
 
Goodbyes are not forever. Goodbyes are not the end. It simply means I’ll miss you until we meet 
again.
           
 
Farewell William

My Life StoryMy Life Story

He never looks for praises
He’s never one to boast
He just goes on quietly working
For those he loves the most

His dreams are seldom spoken
His wants are very few
And most of the time his worries
Will go unspoken too

He’s there…. A �rm foundation
Through all our storms of life
A sturdy hand to hold to
In times of stress and strife

A true friend we can turn to
When times are good or bad
One of our greatest blessings,
The man that we call Dad.

  Your - Kids

Always and forever!

They say there is a reason,
They say that time will heal,
But neither time nor reason,
Will change the way I feel,
For no-one knows the heartache,
That lies behind our smiles,
No-one knows how many times,
We have broken down and cried,
We want to tell you something,
So there won't be any doubt,
You're so wonderful to think of,
But so hard to be without.Gr
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